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The  a l ph a  l i gh t  

Greetings Brothers: 

On March 16, - 20, 2011, the 65th Southwestern Regional Convention was conducted in Houston, TX at the 

Downtown Hyatt hotel.  The brothers of Alpha Eta Lambda served as the host chapter under Bro. Tony 

Pierceõs direction, as the local convention chair.   During the opening evening of the convention, the Public 

Program, chaired by Bro. Prince Cartwright, Jr., was well attended.  The theme of the program was 

òReflections of Black Life and Leadership:  Where do we go from here?ó, where we celebrated the rich 

history of our Fraternity and the City of Houston.  Individuals that have had a hand in serving the Fraternity 

and giving back to the community where honored.  Award winning journalist from Channel 13 and member   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Melanie Lawson,  was our mistress of ceremony; accompanied by a distin-

guished list of panelist and honorees.   

Congratulations to Bro. Charles Washington on winning the Southwestern Region Outstanding Alumni 

Brother of the Year Award and your chapter, Xi Kappa Lambda, for winning the Southwestern Region 

Alumni Chapter of the Year Award. We salute you and your chapter for a job well done in conducting the 

business of Alpha while serving our community and exhibiting true love for mankind. 

Bro. James Douglas, Bro. Otis King, Bro. Rev. William Lawson, Bro. Horace Williams, Melanie Lawson, Bro. Prince 

Cartwright, Jr., Bro. Walter Criner and Bro. Roderick Smothers 



  

The Alpha Light  

Page 2 

Taken from:  

The History of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity  

A Development in College Life  

By Bro. Charles H. Wesley  

 

The Crowning Year (Pgs. 167 ï 169) 

By 1920 the Fraternity had developed into a wide spread and effective organization. The programs were 

unselfish and the organization became a true fraternity, not only for the mutual development of its mem-

bers but for itõs service to all men. 

 

The vision of the Founders seemed to be realized. It was no longer necessary to appeal to alumni mem-

bership for interest as they were now very active. Alpha Phi Alpha had developed in an undergraduate 

and graduate superstructure in which both were mutually dependant and they no longer faced a divided 

future.  

 

In 1927, the Fraternity is said to be at itsõ majority with Bro. Raymond W. Cannon as General President 

and approximately 1,750 Brothers in the membership. 

 

During that year numerous alumni chapters were organized, to include; Alpha Zeta Lambda in West Vir-

ginia, Alpha Delta Lambda in Memphis, Alpha Epsilon Lambda in MS, Alpha Tau Lambda in NJ and Alpha 

Eta Lambda in PV,TX. 

 

The development of these chapters was quite similar as there were graduate Brothers who desired 
closer unity among themselves and wished to renew old Alpha ties. In this way, the fraternity extended 

its graduate membership. 

 

The convention that year was held in Cleveland, OH December 27 ð 31. There were 150 brothers in at-

tendance including 2 Founders; Jewels Kelley and Ogle. It should be noted that the 1926 convention held 

in Richmond, VA with 69 brothers in attendance. 

 

During the Cleveland convention Brother Andrew Rose was elected as General President and one of the 

major legislative issues adopted was that the fraternity pin should only be worn by Brothers of Alpha. 

A Moment  i n  A lpha  H is to r y      B r o .  T h o m a s  A .  B r o w n  
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The AMEN Corner  B r o .  P r i n c e  C a r t w r i g h t  J r . ,  C h a p l a i n 

òSin Hurtsó 

Sooner or later we all feel the painful effects of sin.  Sometimes it's the weight of our own sin 

and the shame and embarrassment of having failed miserably.  At other times, it's the load of 

someone else's sin that weighs us down - someone who betrayed, deceived, abandoned, ridi-

culed, cheated, or made a fool of us.   
  

Think about a time when the weight of that guilt or pain was so heavy that you couldn't pull 

yourself out of bed.  Now try to imagine the heaviness of the combined grief that everyone's sin 

has caused your family, your church, your neighborhood.  Add to that all the suffering sin has 

caused everyone in your city, state, nation, and the world.  Now try to imagine the accumulated 

grief that sin has caused throughout the centuries since creation. 
  

 Is it any wonder that the weight of all this sin began squeezing the life out of Jesus on the night 

He was called to bear it? (Matt. 26;36 -44).  The next day, even His beloved Father would for-

sake Him.  No other suffering can compare. 
  

Sin put Jesus to the ultimate test.  But His love endured it, His strength bore it, and His 

power overcame it.  Thanks to Jesus' death and resurrection, we know beyond a doubt that sin 

will not and cannot win. 
 

SCRIPTUREOF THE MONTH:  

He poured out his soul unto death, and He was numbered 

with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many.  Isaiah 

53:12  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:  

Christ's empty tomb guarantees our victory over sin and 

death. 
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April 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 Fraternity 

Meeting 

3 4 5 6 7 8 Relay for Life 9 C2C 

Golf Tourna-

ment  

10 11 

 

12 13 14 

 

15 HTownStomp-

Down 

 

16 Eta Mu 40th 

Anniversary 

Banquet 

 

17  

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 Board Meeting 26 27 28 29 30 IFest 

Schedule of Events 

April 2nd Fraternity 

Meeting @ 7pm 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 8, 2011 

Relay for Life@ Rice 

Stadium 7pm 

 

April 9, 2011 

College to Corporate 

9am 

Alpha Golf Tournament 

@ Southwyck Golf 

Course 2pm Shotgun 

Start 

 

April 15, 2011 

HTownStompDown@ 

Cullen Performance 

Hall 

 

The Birthday Club 

April 4th  
Bro.  WC Denman, III  

 

April 5th  
Bro. Philip M. Jones  

Bro. Zeb F. Poindexter  
 

April 7th  
Bro. Irvin N. Hanks  

 

April 12th  
Bro. Bruce A. Austin  

 

April 14th  
Bro. Lamont J. Waddell  

DISCLAIMER:  All Birthdays are taken from a report of  brothers who are financially active via AlphaNet. If someone is listed here who has gone on to Omega Chapter please email me the name at thealphalight@gmail.com 

The Alpha Light  

 
April 15th  

Bro. Robert E. Williams  
 

April 16th  
Bro. Willie E. Blackmon  

 

April 18th  
Bro. Dr. Brandon L. Fields  

 

April 20th  
Bro. Donald R. Queen  

 

April 21st  
Bro. Hayward Sparks, Jr.  

 

 

April 23rd  
Bro. Ernest R. Gipson  

 

April 25th  
Bro. George A. Anderson  

 

April 28th  
Bro. Isaac T. Bryant  

Bro. Daryl L. Irby  
 

April 29th  
Bro. A. Charles Haston  
Bro. Andrew D. Martin  

Bro. Tony Smith  
 

April 30th  
Bro. Dr. James W. Ward  
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Alpha Merit Group Education Foundation  

Alpha Golf Classic 2011  

GOLF REGISTRATION FORM  

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2011 

SOUTHWYCK GOLF COURSE 

Shotgun Start at 2:00 pm 

Registration at 12:00 pm 

2 Person Scramble 

ENTRY FEE : $100 per player  

Includes Green Fee, Cart, Range Balls,  

Dinner, and an additional round of golf.  

Alpha Merit Group Education Foundation is a non-profit organization, led by members of the Alpha Eta Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 

Inc., whose goal is to provide scholarship and mentorship to the youths of the Houston community.  Alpha Merit Group annually gives away thousands 

of dollars in scholarship to deserving students.  Additionally, Alpha Merit Group sponsors mentoring programs aimed at increasing the chances of our 

youths succeeding in life.  However, Alpha Merit Group depends exclusively on donations and fundraising events.  So, we need your help, please! 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY 

______ $200 Team Entry 

______ $3,000 Title Sponsor (4 teams, Signage and more) 

______ $2,000 Banquet Sponsor (3 teams, Signage and more) 

______ $1,500 òGoodie Bagó Sponsor (2 teams, Sign on Hole) 

______ $1,500   Awards Sponsor (2 teams, Sign on Hole) 

______ $1,000   Refreshment Sponsor (2 teams, Sign on Hole) 

______ $200 Business Patron (Sign on Hole) 

______  $100    Individual hole patron (Sign on Hole) 

______ $____ I am unable to attend. Please accept my donation. 

Players Name(s) ð Please print clearly   Team Contact Number 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 

Hole or Corporate Sponsor Information 

Company Name: ________________________ 

Contact Name: _________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________ 

City/State/Zip: __________________________ 

Contact Phone: _________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________ 

Make Checks Payable to: 

Alpha Merit Group Education Foundation 

Mail your entry and Payment to: 

(Payment must be included to reserve 
space) 

Alpha Merit Group Education Foundation 

Byron Gautier 

2606 Atlas Drive 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

David Hilliard, (281) 692 -1813, Byron Gautier (281) 748 -1646 
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The C2C committee held its Spring 2011 

kick-off and informational for Alpha Eta 

Lambdaõs C2C pilot program on Saturday, 

March 5th at the fraternity house. Four un-

dergraduate brothers were in attendance.   

Session 1: Resume Writing on Saturday, 

March 12th at Houston Works Workforce 

Solutions Center.  The facility was provided 

by Brother Larry Green.  This session also 

served as a final opportunity for interested 

undergraduate brothers to commit to the 

program.  Four additional brothers signed 

up.  Brother George Anderson presented on Personal Branding.  Brother John Jordan 

spoke about the fundamentals of an effective resume.  The majority of the session 

was spent working individually with partici-

pants on their resumes.  The committee, along 

with Brother Thomas Brown, Brother Willie 

Payton, and Soror Kira Jordan, conducted full-

scale òResume ER,ó utilizing the computers 

provided at the meeting location.  C2C par-

ticipants left with a better understanding of 

the key elements of an effective resume, as 

well a revised resume of their own.  

C2C Session 2 covered Interviewing Skills.  

Session 2 was held at the Chevron Office facil-

ity in Bellaire, courtesy of Brother Roderick 

Green.  C2C participants were given tips for 

pre-interview preparation, components of a 

successful interview, and post-interview suggestions.  The group also participated in a 

series of mock interviews, which consisted of two one-on-one interviews, and one 

panel interview.  Brothers Leonard James, Thomas Brown, Ron Celestine, and Winfred 

Barnes assisted the committee with the mock interviews, along with three other vol-

unteers. 

 

C2C (Col lege to Corporate)  


